
Anti-Racist Summer Reading List  

Curated by the BBHS Roots & Shoots club 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Nonfiction 

 

Title: The Sun does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death Row  

Author: Anthony Ray Hinton 

 

In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with two counts of 

capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, confused, and only twenty-nine years 

old, Hinton knew that it was a case of mistaken identity and believed that the 

truth would prove his innocence and ultimately set him free. 

 

But with no money and a different system of justice for a poor black man in 

the South, Hinton was sentenced to death by electrocution. He spent his first 

three years on Death Row at Holman State Prison in agonizing silence—full 

of despair and anger toward all those who had sent an innocent man to his 

death. But as Hinton realized and accepted his fate, he resolved not only to 

survive, but find a way to live on Death Row. For the next twenty-seven years 

he was a beacon—transforming not only his own spirit, but those of his 

fellow inmates, fifty-four of whom were executed mere feet from his cell. 

With the help of civil rights attorney and bestselling author of Just Mercy, 
Bryan Stevenson, Hinton won his release in 2015. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You  

Author: Ibram X. Kendi & Jason Reynolds  

 

A timely, crucial, and empowering exploration of racism-and 

antiracism-in America 

 

This is NOT a history book. 

This is a book about the here and now. 

A book to help us better understand why we are where we are. 

A book about race. 

 

The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create 

dynamics that separate and silence. This remarkable reimagining of Dr. 

Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from the 

Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope 

for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, 



shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas 

have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: A Black Women's History of the United States  

Author: Daina Ramey Berry, Kali Nicole Gross 

 

In centering Black women's stories, two award-winning historians seek both 

to empower African American women and to show their allies that Black 

women's unique ability to make their own communities while combatting 

centuries of oppression is an essential component in our continued 

resistance to systemic racism and sexism. Daina Ramey Berry and Kali 

Nicole Gross offer an examination and celebration of Black womanhood, 

beginning with the first African women who arrived in what became the 

United States to African American women of today. 

 

A Black Women's History of the United States reaches far beyond a single 

narrative to showcase Black women's lives in all their fraught complexities. 

Berry and Gross prioritize many voices: enslaved women, freedwomen, 

religious leaders, artists, queer women, activists, and women who lived 

outside the law. The result is a starting point for exploring Black women's 

history and a testament to the beauty, richness, rhythm, tragedy, 

heartbreak, rage, and enduring love that abounds in the spirit of Black 

women in communities throughout the nation. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title:  So You Want to Talk About Race 

Author: Ijeoma Oluo 

 

A contemporary, accessible take on the racial landscape in America, 

addressing head-on such issues as privilege, police brutality, 

intersectionality, micro-aggressions, the Black Lives Matter movement, and 

the "N" word. Perfectly positioned to bridge the gap between people of color 

and white Americans struggling with race complexities, Oluo answers the 

questions readers don't dare ask, and explains the concepts that continue to 

elude everyday Americans. 

 

Oluo is an exceptional writer with a rare ability to be straightforward, funny, 

and effective in her coverage of sensitive, hyper-charged issues in America. 

Her messages are passionate but finely tuned, and crystalize ideas that 

would otherwise be vague by empowering them with aha-moment clarity. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14244537.Kali_Nicole_Gross


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Title: The New Jim Crow 

Author: Michelle Alexander 

 

As the United States celebrates the nation's "triumph over race" with the 

election of Barack Obama, the majority of young black men in major 

American cities are locked behind bars or have been labeled felons for life. 

Although Jim Crow laws have been wiped off the books, an astounding 

percentage of the African American community remains trapped in a 

subordinate status--much like their grandparents before them. 

 

In this incisive critique, former litigator-turned-legal-scholar Michelle 

Alexander provocatively argues that we have not ended racial caste in 

America: we have simply redesigned it. Alexander shows that, by targeting 

black men and decimating communities of color, the U.S. criminal justice 

system functions as a contemporary system of racial control, even as it 

formally adheres to the principle of color blindness. The New Jim Crow 

challenges the civil rights community--and all of us--to place mass 

incarceration at the forefront of a new movement for racial justice in 

America. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Fiction 

 

 

Title: The City We Became 

Author: N.K. Jemisin 

 

Five New Yorkers must come together in order to defend their city in 
the first book of a stunning new series by Hugo award-winning and 
NYT bestselling author N. K. Jemisin. 
 

Every city has a soul. Some are as ancient as myths, and others are as 

new and destructive as children. New York City? She's got five. 

 

But every city also has a dark side. A roiling, ancient evil stirs beneath 

the earth, threatening to destroy the city and her five protectors 

unless they can come together and stop it once and for all. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Title: Kindred - novel/graphic novel adaptation 

Author: Octavia E. Butler 

 

A powerfully moving, unflinching look at the violent disturbing effects 

of slavery on the people it chained together, both black and 

white--and made kindred in the deepest sense of the word. 

 

Home is a new house with a loving husband in 1970s California that 

suddenly transformed into the frightening world of the antebellum 

South. Dana, a young black writer, can't explain how she is 

transported across time and space to a plantation in Maryland. But 

she does quickly understand why: to deal with the troubles of Rufus, 

a conflicted white slaveholder--and her progenitor. 

 

Her survival, her very existence, depends on it. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: Beloved 

Author: Toni Morrison 

 

Sethe was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but eighteen years later 

she is still not free. She has borne the unthinkable and not gone mad, 

yet she is still held captive by memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful 

farm where so many hideous things happened. Meanwhile Sethe’s 

house has long been troubled by the angry, destructive ghost of her 

baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a 

single word: Beloved. 

 

Sethe works at beating back the past, but it makes itself heard and felt 

incessantly in her memory and in the lives of those around her. When 

a mysterious teenage girl arrives, calling herself Beloved, Sethe’s 

terrible secret explodes into the present. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 



Title: The Nickel Boys 

Author: Colson Whitehead 

 

When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is 

unfairly sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called the Nickel 

Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of 

horrors. Elwood’s only salvation is his friendship with fellow 

“delinquent” Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s conviction that 

Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the world is crooked, and that the 

only way to survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. As life at the 

Academy becomes ever more perilous, the tension between Elwood’s 

ideals and Turner’s skepticism leads to a decision whose 

repercussions will echo down the decades. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: The Hate U Give 

Author: Angie Thomas 

 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 

neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school 

she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered 

when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend 

Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling 

him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters 

are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local 

drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone 

wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only 

person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or 

does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 



Younger Audiences 

 

Title: One Crazy Summer 

Author: Rita Williams-Garcia 

 

In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, 

California, to spend a month with the mother they barely know, 

eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold 

welcome as they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and 

printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to 

attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: New Kid 

Author: Jerry Craft 

 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons 

about his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, 

his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its 

academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire 

grade. 

 

As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to 

the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself 

torn between two worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can 

Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his 

neighborhood friends and staying true to himself?  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: This Book is Anti-Racist 

Author: Tiffany Jewell 

 

This book is written for the young person who doesn't know how to speak 

up to the racist adults in their life. For the 14 year old who sees injustice 

at school and isn't able to understand the role racism plays in separating 

them from their friends. For the kid who spends years trying to fit into 

the dominant culture and loses themselves for a little while. It's for all of 

the Black and Brown children who have been harmed (physically and 



emotionally) because no one stood up for them or they couldn't stand up for themselves; because 

the colour of their skin, the texture of their hair, their names made white folx feel scared and 

threatened. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: Brown Girl Dreaming 

Author: Jacqueline Woodson 

 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway 

home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up 

as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants 

of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. 

Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally 

charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her 

place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of 

finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she 

struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and 

stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to 

become.  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Title: The Lions of Little Rock 

Author:  Kristin Levine 

 

Two girls separated by race form an unbreakable bond during the 

tumultuous integration of Little Rock schools in 1958. 

Twelve-year-old Marlee doesn't have many friends until she meets Liz, the 

new girl at school. Liz is bold and brave, and always knows the right thing 

to say, especially to Sally, the resident mean girl. Liz even helps Marlee 

overcome her greatest fear - speaking, which Marlee never does outside 

her family. 

 

But then Liz is gone, replaced by the rumor that she was a Negro girl 

passing as white. But Marlee decides that doesn't matter. Liz is her best 

friend. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are willing to take on 

integration and the dangers their friendship could bring to both their 

families. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

 

Additional resources: 

 

More lists: 

http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2020/06/because-black-lives-matter-a-collection

-of-anti-racist-reading-lists/ 

 

https://www.embracerace.org/resources/where-to-find-diverse-childrens-books 

 

Things we can do:  

https://www.joincampaignzero.org/#vision 

 

 

http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2020/06/because-black-lives-matter-a-collection-of-anti-racist-reading-lists/
http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2020/06/because-black-lives-matter-a-collection-of-anti-racist-reading-lists/
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/where-to-find-diverse-childrens-books
https://www.joincampaignzero.org/#vision

